Think Like an Archaeologist

Archaeology is the study of past people through the things they left behind. Archaeologists study
artifacts or objects made or modified by past humatessmake inferences about the people who left
them behind.




2. Ask each student to choose an artifact frone fArtifact Stories playlistThese artifacts were all
excavated near downtown Mobile during tié¢0 Mobile River Bridge Archaeology Project.
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Scan QR code for Artifact Stories playl
or visit our YouTube Channel at
@USAarchaeology and select the
playlist “Artifact Stories.”
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3. Give each student an Artifact Analysis worksheet. Ask them to watch the video on their chosen
artifact and then fill out the worksheet.

4. Think, Pair, Share:

a. Think: Ask students to reflect on tlaetifact they choseWhenwas it mad® Who used
it? What wast used for?Encourage them to use their imagination to interpret the
artifacts.

b. Pair: Ask students to share their observations with their neighbor and compare their
artifacts. How are they similar? How are they different?

c. Share: Allow students to share their thoughts with the ¢lassh as:

o How oldare the artifacts?

o What werethey used for?

o0 Are the artifacts similar to angbjectsthey use?

0 What do the artifacts tell us about the people who used them?

5. Optional:In class or as a takeome assignmentask students to write a story about the history
of their artifact using their observations from the artifact analysis worksheet. This could be a

fictional imagining of how the artifact was used and how it was discarded or lost through time or
a scientifiareport on their findings from the worksheet.

Got any guestions? Have feedback on the lesson? Want to find more opportunities in archaeology? Get
in touch with us at cas@southalabama.aatwisit ourwebsite
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